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I n January one of the Hall’s finest pieces of fire 
apparatus was returned to the exhibit floor after several 

months of work by restorer Don Hale.  Donated to the 

museum in 1971 by the Slinger, Wisconsin FD, it 
received a minimal refurbishment that did not do justice 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The rig has a full complement of 
sirens, lights, and a bell.  In past 
years it was used as a parade truck, 
and we have decided to keep the 
street legal signal lights mounted 
on the front and rear. 
 
The two illustrations below are 
from the Ford Owner’s Manual.  
They describe the famous Ford 
“Flathead” V-8 engine which the 
company introduced in 1934 and 
made for its cars and trucks until 
well into the 1950s.  The engine 
developed 80 horsepower and had 
a piston displacement of 221 cubic 
inches.  Pirsch equipped the Ford 
chassis with a custom hose bed and 
booster hose bed, a 500 gpm Hale 
single stage centrifugal pump, and 
a variety of fire fighting accessories. 

These two views of the Ford “flathead” V-8 appear in the Owners Manual for the fire engine.  Ford invited owners to 
replace their engines on an overnight basis with their local Ford dealer at an attractive price.  This kind of service made 
Ford an attractive choice for volunteer departments without maintenance staffs. 

During the 1930s hundreds of fire departments purchased 
these relatively inexpensive, easy to maintain fire engines built 
on Ford, Chevrolet, Diamond T, Studebaker, and Dodge and 
other chassis. Depression budgets forced even large 
departments to purchase these small engines.  Unfortunately, 
few have escaped the scrap yard.  Thanks to the generosity of 
the Slinger, Wisconsin FD, the Hall of Flame has a fine 
example of 30s craftsmanship. 
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to its quality as a piece of classic apparatus.  Except for the 
upholstery on its seat and a set of modern signal lights, the 
truck is completely original.  The Pirsch Fire Apparatus 
Company of Kenosha, Wisconsin built the rig on a 1935 
Ford 1 ton truck chassis with a 500 gpm pump, a 100 gallon 
booster tank, a hose bed with over 1,000 feet of 2 1/2 inch 
hose, and a booster hose bed with 200 feet of 3/4 inch hose 
for quick attack at fires.   
 
Don removed all of the rig’s old paint, repaired dents, 
replaced the aluminum matting of the running boards and 
tail gate, tuned up the engine and overhauled the fuel and 
electrical system, and re-plated many of the chrome 
accessories.  The engine runs as smoothly as its first day on 
the job.  It will be on permanent display in Gallery 3. 

(Continued from page 1) 

L ocal artist Sandy Boyer painted a fine interpretation of 
the famous “Ground Zero”  photo taken on 

September 11, 2001 at the World Trade Center disaster by 
Thomas Franklin of the North Jersey Record .  A story  by 
Carl Limbacher Jr. in a recent article in the magazine 
NewsMax.com provides details about the photo.  The 
firemen are (L to R) George Johnson, Dan McWilliams, 
and William Eisengrein.  McWilliams, of FDNY ladder 
Co. 157, spotted a flag hanging from a yacht docked on 
the nearby Hudson River.  He and his fellow L-157 
member George Johnson took the flag down and rigged it 
to a flagpole that was anchored in the rubble on West 
Street.  McWilliams and Johnson were helped by Billy 
Eisengrein of Staten Island’s Rescue Co. 2, who was a 
childhood friend of Dan McWilliams.  As they raised the 
flag they had no idea that they were being photographed.  
They have refused to capitalize on their fame.  A local 
attorney helped the three to set up a charity called the 
Bravest Fund.  All revenues from licensing agreements go 
to the fund, which is given to aid the families of 
firefighters, emergency service workers and police who 
were killed or injured on 9/11.  The three went to the 
White House  to commemorate a postage stamp with the 
famous photo.  George Johnson gave President Bush a 
beautifully carved wooden box for  the flag which had 

 
been sent by the family of a cancer-stricken 8-year-old 
boy in Kentucky.  In 1997 Firefighter Johnson saved 
the boy’s life when he donated his bone marrow  to 
replace the boy’s diseased marrow.  We thank Sandy 
Boyer for her fine painting and feel blessed to be able 
to recognize three men who exemplify the spirit of the 
Fire Service  
 

One of the Hall’s original 
volunteers has passed away.  
Nelson Hope, a retired 
nuclear engineer, was one of 
the first to join the museum 
volunteer program when it 
was organized in 1989.  Mr. 
Hope quickly educated 
himself about the history of 
firefighting and led group tours of the galleries.  He 
faithfully attended all volunteer meetings until 
health problems restricted his participation during 
the past two years.  We will miss him very much. 
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H all of Flame co-founder Bert A. Getz has recently 
been appointed as the Chairman of the Board of 

the Mayo Foundation. Mr. Getz succeeds Frances 
Fergusson, President of Vassar College, who completed 
her term of office. 
 
Mr. Getz is the son of museum founder George F. Getz, 
Jr.  He has played a key role in the museum’s growth since 
its founding in 1961.  He located and moved several of 
the most important pieces in the Hall of Flame’s 
collections, and has guided the museum’s operations as a 
Vice President of the Board since 1961. 
 
Mr. Getz has a distinguished career in the business world 
as well as in the world of philanthropy.  He is a founder 
and emeritus chairman of the Arizona Community 
Foundation.  He and his wife, Sandy, have sponsored 
many activities at the Mayo Foundation, including the 
Getz Family Professorship at Mayo Medical School. 

The Hall of Flame provided 
three pieces of apparatus for 
the 2002 Fiesta Bowl Parade 
in downtown Phoenix.  The 
recently restored 1955 
American La France aerial 
truck from Baldwin, NY and 
Lynnfield, MA, pictured at 
left, made its inaugural 
appearance.  To its rear is the 
Hall’s 1951 Mack fire engine 
from Tuxedo, NY.  Not 
pictured is the Hall’s 1930 
Ahrens-Fox “Quad”, driven 
by president George Getz. 
The rigs carry the Fiesta Bowl 
Board of Trustees and their 
families down the parade 
route. 
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T he October Open House was another great success.  
Organized by Curator of Education James Ward and 

the Hall of Flame volunteers, the Open House had almost 
a thousand visitors.  Chief docent Mike Lyman performs at 
many events as a professional clown.  He donates his time 
at the open houses, making balloon sculptures for the kids. 
Volunteers like Ann Marie Jacobs, pictured below, showed 
a boy how to handle a discharge hose supplied with water 
from a hand pumper. A face painting artist  was extremely 
popular.  The little girl anxiously awaited her turn and was 
rewarded with a fine butterfly design 
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T he Wildland Firefighting gallery continues to make 
progress, and will open this Spring.  Museum 

Director Peter Molloy is installing the exhibit, and other 
duties make it difficult to put the time into the project 
that it deserves.  Thanks to restorer Don Hale all of the 
exhibit and text panels are in place, as is the lighting 
scheme for the gallery.  Wildland fire photographer Tom 
Story’s photos are in the process of being printed for 
display, and thanks to the Payson, Arizona Hotshots and 
the Smokejumpers of Missoula, Montana, we have a fine 
exhibit of tools, turnouts, and equipment. 
 
In January we were visited by California Department of 
Forestry Captain Frank Orr.  Frank brought a truckload 
of additional tools, literature, and equipment used by the 

California Department of Forestry in its fire fighting 
efforts.  The CDF is a huge organization that has the 
threefold job of forestry management, fire prevention, 
and firefighting in the State of California.  It operates 
hundreds of fire engines as well as a fleet of air tankers 
and helicopters to fight the hundreds of fires that take 
place each year in California.   
 
Frank’s efforts led the CDF to donate an Osborne fire 
finder from its defunct Smith Mountain lookout tower; a 
no longer operating chain saw; a hand operated bucksaw 
called a “misery whip” by firefighters; brush hooks, 
Pulaskis, McLeods, axes, portable extinguishers, 
radios,and a variety of other tools. which will greatly add 
to the exhibit. 

Several of the panels have received their photos and text 
panels.  Many of the panels contain only pictorial materials.  
The pictures and their subjects will be described in a catalogue.  
This will allow more room for larger photos and more space 
for text without requiring visitors to squint at panels.  Several 
panels describe the largest tragedies in the history of wildland 
firefighting, such as the Mann Gulch Fire in 1949 that killed 
13 smokejumpers. 
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 for your membership support!                                                         

Associate Members — $20 

Pete Ashen 
Charles Bachini 
Thomas Brace 
Michael Brophy 
George Childs 
Lynda Cooksey 
Robert Corn 
Thomas Crowley 
Dante D’Allessandro 
Kathleen Davis 
David Dearwester 
Shannon Dempster 
Joeph Dobson 
Randy Farsseto 
Don Folger 
Michael Gaspar 
Charles Goddard 
J. Richard Hunneman 
Jr. 
Justin Lentillucci 
Charles Jordan 
Bob Jung 
Ryan Korinek 
Jerome Kubiniek 

Dell Lindstrom 
Harold Lockhart 
Daniel Lowe 
William Mallock 
Joseph Margalski 
Raymond Millar 
William Mollitor 
Chad Muzzarelli 
Robert Nowaczyk 
Jack Oelschlager 
William Page 
Rodney Peden 
Jim Petrecca 
Joy Segall 
Michael Sharp 
James Simmons 
John Strezeski 
Marilyn Ticknor 
Nanette Towsley 
Angelo Varenna 
Eugene Walker 
David White 
Leonard Williams 
Douglas Wolf 

Lauence Appel 
Stacy Baird 
James Baker 
Marcia Barnabas 
John Barton 
Mario Bernardinelli 
Charles Brown 
Rick Brown 
Jenanne Brown 
Joe Cancellare 
Dennis Clark 
Richard Claspill 
Chris Coffman 
Michael Coppa 
Dawn Corley 
Patrick Cronin 
John Cunningham 
William Davidson 
Mary DeGeeter 
Stewart DeHaven 
Peter DeMarneffe 
Ronald Deutsch 
Claire Dwyer 
Steve Dyson 
Diane Eckstein 

Jennifer Ellis 
Gordon Fowle 
Martin Frye 
Gary Goodwan 
William Grant 
Bill Hallinan 
Art Hanrick 
Al Hawkins 
Robert Heisterman 
Thomas Heller 
Chris Holsinger 
Richard Hufford 
Gene Hughes 
Robert Jacobs 
Ronald Jarboe 
Cindy Jespersen 
Daniel Kaplan 
Gilbet King 
James Kirkpatrick 
Kathy Kittrell 
Arno Klaas 
John Kohlman 
Beth Kozura 
F. Richard Leininger 
Randy Lofgren 

Don Marsh 
Barbara McManigle 
Larry Nelson 
Jennifer Newland 
Edie Nickerson 
Patrick O’Hara 
Elizabeth Ortiz 
James Park 
Stanly Payne 
Pamela Percy 
Ed Philpott 
Sean Power 
Rich Rahn 
Kim Ramsey 
Nicole Reavis 
Donald Richardson 
Bill Ring 
Angie Ropicky 
Daniel Rosenfield 
Suzanne Rubin 
Janet Rush 
Michel Russell 
Hodan Ryu  
Don Salter 
William Schlichtman 

Raymond Schremmer 
R.C. Schumacher 
Robert Schwartz 
Kathy Sikes 
John Skinner 
Gregory Slover 
Austin Smith 
Shirley Smith 
Robert Smith 
Fred Snyder 
Alfred Sonive 
Patricia Stapler 
T.J. Stenquist 
Gilbert Strawn 
Robert Taylor 
Chris Thomas 
James Trenkle 
Lyle Tydrich 
Kim Van Pelt 
Margaret Walsh 
Eric Wieser 
Kenny Worthen 

Fire Professional — $50 

Philip Aragon 
Brian Bagot 
Timothy Bailey 
Gary Bohling 
William Brown 
Barndon DeLorenzo 
Jim Detzler 
William Dickey 
Paul Dierkes 
Clayton Dillahunty 
John Douglas 
Thomas Etter 
Robert Flory 
Chris Frazee 
Steven Freeland 
Robert Gade 
C. Michael Givan 
Robert Green 
John Greenstreet 
Rick Hall 
James Hawkins 
Jason Holman 

Steve Howard 
Rocky Jacobs-Carpenter 
Clifford Jones 
Jürgen Karheiding 
Mark Kauffman 
Martin Kennedy 
David Klinikowski 
Jim Kusz 
Scott LaGreca 
Conrad Marcione 
Robert Marquez 
Bert Mason 
James Mastroianni 
Norman Mattle 
Gerald McCarthy 
Charles McConnell 
Jack McGrath 
Kyle McMann 
Anthony Mele 
Greg Mertz 
Bill Miles 
Earnest Milton 

Paul Montavon Jr. 
Richard Moon 
Brian Moore 
Earl Moy 
David Nicholds 
Tim Peck 
Dean Pedrotti 
Larry Peterson 
Pinewood Firefighters 
Kristin Pruett 
Robert Radenbergg 
Daniel Reilly 
Fred Roof 
Larry Sharp 
Thomas Singer 
James Slootmaker 
Les Swieca 
Ken Toftoy 
Carl Weber 
Ronald White 
Jeff Wilkerson 
Brian Yox 

Black Helmet Brigade — $50 

Frederick Biebel 
David Carew 
William Ericson 
Roger Freely 
Marie Gaspar 
Gene Gehrt 
Graham Hill 
Rob Hupp 
James Johnson 
Lon Judy 
Robert Kastenbaum 
Carl Kietzke 
Joseph MackInday 
Robert Mason 
Mary Beth Michos 

Fred Mills 
Peter Mortensen 
Bob Muller 
David Riley 
Jack Seage 
Richmond Shreve 
Brian Sinko 
Becky Stevens 
Harold Tappin 
Heidi Tappin 
Jeff Trevas 
Charles Troy 
Jonathan Umbdenstock 
Shaun Wheeler 

Red Helmet Brigade — $100 

James Ashley 
John Banas 
Gene Barker 
Ronald Boninger 
Leonard Burris 
Kenneth Green 
Douglas Hammer 
Gary Jensen 
Kingman Firefighters 

Lydia Kolsch 
Jim Leibach 
Michael Olsen 
David Ricci 
Fred Rice 
Marshall Sanford 
James Snedden 
Cynthia Zanghi 
 

White Helmet Brigade — $250 

Robert Cone Peter Molloy Michael Newburger 

Family Members — $30 



      ♣  MUSEUM   STAFF  ♣ 

 
Executive Director        Dr. Peter Molloy 
Curator Education        James Ward 
Restorer                         Don Hale 
Chief Docent                Mike Lyman 
Docent                          John McLean 
Librarian                       John Davee 
Office Manager             Susan Owen 
Docent                          John Bartlett 
      

NATIONAL HISTORICAL FIRE 
FOUNDATION 
6101 East Van Buren Street 
Phoenix, AZ  85008 

 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

     Winter ‘2003 

The Hall of Flame is operated by the 
National Historical Fire Foundation. 
 
The Hall of Flame is in the Phoenix 
Papago Park, across Van Buren Street 
from the Phoenix Zoo. 
 
The museum is open Monday 
through Saturday from 9 to 5, and on 
Sundays from Noon to 4.   
 
Telephone: 
602 275 – 3473 (Voice) 
602 275 – 0896 (Fax) 
 
E-mail: 
webmaster@hallofflame.org    
 
Web Site:  
http://www.hallofflame.org 
 
Contributions to the National Histor-
ical Fire Foundation are tax deducti-
ble to the extent allowed by law. 

President   George F. Getz  
Vice President Bert A. Getz 
Vice President Lynn Getz-Schmidt 
Treasurer, Secy.   Michael J. Olsen  
Director Bert A. Getz Jr. 
Director     James L. Johnson. 
Director Louis G. Jekel 
Director Bernard C Lowe, Jr.            

 

Joe Bakas 
Dan Baker 
John Bartlett 
George Batsche 
Gary Bohling 
Louis DePasquale 
Ron Deutsch 
Kerrie Deutsch 
Frank Ferek 
Ralph Glasmann 

Joe Hinkle 
Anne Marie Jacobs 
Bill Kennedy 
Frank Kriz 
Eric Landau 
Richard Landon 
John Martin 

Fred Mills 
Peter Mortensen 
Jim Pearson 

Larry Peterson 
Daniel Reilly 
David Riley 
David Scott 
Richard Stuve 
Larry Taggart 
Ronald White 
Mike Zrust 

♣   HALL OF FLAME VOLUNTEERS   ♣ 

♣  OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  ♣ 

Shop for hard to find firematics gifts at the Museum Store!  For more 
details call Sue Owen at 602 275 3473. 
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