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L ate last year Chief Chris Van Dyke of the 
Riverdale, Illinois Fire Department called the 

Hall of Flame with a generous offer to donate its 1971 
Maxim / Pierce snorkel fire engine that was due for 
retirement from first line service.   
 
Riverdale had received the snorkel several years earlier 
from the Munster, Indiana Fire Department, the 
original owner.  The truck was in near original 

condition, with very few modifications.  Paint, 
lettering and striping were original, as was the motor 
and drive train, snorkel tower. cab interior, ladders 
and pump.   
 
In its combined career at Munster and Riverdale the 
snorkel has been driven less than 20,000 miles.  It  
recently passed its certification in the state of Illinois.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Museum Acquires a Snorkel Fire Engine 
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 Its only modification was a replacement of its original 
cab mounted flashers with a pair of light bars.   
 
Executive Director Peter Molloy flew to Chicago to 
check out the rig, and found that Chief Van Dyke had 
not exaggerated.  Molloy presented the information to 
the Museum’s Executive Committee and the decision 
was made to add the snorkel to the collection.  In 
March it arrived by truck in good condition.  Space 
was made in Gallery 4, and  museum volunteers 
backed it into place.  Its 11 foot 9 inch height allowed 
it to clear the door to the gallery by less than two 
inches, but it rolled into position with no real  
difficulties.  In May the volunteers drove the snorkel 
into the parking lot for cleaning, and extended the 
outriggers and elevated the platform, which worked 
very well.   
 
The snorkel was a very important addition to the 
inventory of American firefighting equipment.  It 
originated in Chicago, where the manager of a Pierce  

 
Manufacturing Company  dealer in that city  installed 
a Pitman articulating boom equipped with a platform 
and hose atop a GMC truck.  He intended it for  a 
local utility company to power wash insulators, but he 
also demonstrated it to Chicago Fire Commissioner 
Robert Quinn, who immediately ordered three 
snorkels for the CFD.  Within a a couple of years 
Pierce was building hundreds of snorkels using 
platforms from the Snorkel Fire Equipment Company 
in Grandview, Missouri.  Pierce mounted the snorkels 
on custom apparatus from Maxim, Mack, Pirsch, 
Crown and others.    
 
The snorkel made the water tower obsolete.  The 
articulating, hydraulically activated boom could reach 
over parapets and position its roomy platform in any 
number of hard to reach spots, where firefighters could 
direct a stream of over a thousand gallons of water into 
windows, skylights, or roofs.  Water towers used rigid 
pipes topped by a pipe that could be directed only with 
difficulty.  In addition, snorkel engines had a 

 

This picture of the rig when new was taken by the Munster, Indiana Fire Department.  Riverdale placed decals 
over the original  Munster labeling. 
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minute of water onto a fire from its 
platform, four times what an aerial could 
put out from its ladder pipe; its platform 
allowed a pair of firefighters to direct a 
stream with ease.  It could reach parts of a 
building inaccessible to a rigid ladder, and 
it made rescues much more convenient for 
both fire victims and firefighters.   
 
Snorkels were gradually replaced by ladder 
towers, which could also deliver high 
volume streams, make easy rescues from 
their platforms, and retain the use of a 
ladder.  Nonetheless many snorkels, as 
well as snorkel like sqrts, are still in 

complement of ground ladders plus  a fully 
featured pump equipped with discharge outlets 
for several 2 ½ inch hoses for conventional 
ground attack, as well as booster tank, making it 
both a snorkel and a triple combination fire 
engine. 
 
The snorkel was also a useful complement to the 
aerial fire truck.  It did not replace the aerial, but 
it provided several services that the aerial could 
not.  It could put over a thousand gallons per 

Left:  The Maxim / Pierce snorkel in op-
eration at a winter fire in Munster, Indi-
ana, where it was in service from 1971 to 
2001.  The snorkel’s boom and pump 
could be controlled from the basket or 
from a control panel  at the truck’s rear.  
Ground  hose lines could simultaneously 
be connected to the pump panel and 
used like an ordinary structural fire en-
gine. 
 
Below:  The snorkel on exhibit in  
Gallery 4. 
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Phoenix Fire Department Donates an Addition to 
the Hall of Flame’s Visitor Admission Desk 

I n July the Museum volun-
teers, led by Larry Peterson, 

fitted the front of a 1985 Ameri-
can La France Type 1000 fire 
engine to the admission desk to 
welcome visitors to the museum.  
The Phoenix Fire Department 
donated the front end to honor 
one of its most respected mem-
bers, Engineer Don Mills, who 
drove the rig for many years with 
Engine Company 25.  Following 
its career with Phoenix, the en-
gine was transferred to the Fire 
Department of Goodyear, Arizo-
na, adjacent to the Phoenix city 
limits.  While with Goodyear the 
Engine was involved in an accident that resulted in its being scrapped.  Phoenix Fire Department 
members recovered the engine’s front end, restored it to like new condition and donated it to the mu-
seum.  
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Granite Mountain Hotshot Crew Memorialized in the National  
Firefighting Hall of Heroes and the Wildland Firefighting Gallery 

 O n June 30, 2013  nineteen members of the Gran-
ite Mountain Hotshot Crew died in the course 

of a blowup at a fire within a few miles of Prescott, Ari-
zona  called the Yarnell Hill Fire.  The crew was part of 
the Prescott Fire Department as well as a Type 1 Hot-
shot Crew, the only one of 108 Hotshot crews that was 
a municipal rather than a federal organization.  On the 
third day of the fire a series of dry thunder storms  
greatly enlarged its size.  The Granite Mountain Crew, 
just returned from fires in New Mexico, was tasked to 
join another Hotshot crew as well as several engine and 
Type 2 crews to fight the fire, which threatened several 
towns in the Prescott area.  Although the crew de-
ployed to a burnt out safe zone when the fire blew up, 
for unknown reasons it left the safe zone and moved 
into a nearby brush filled canyon in the direction of a 
nearby ranch.  The fire caught them and killed the en-
tire crew .  It is the largest disaster to wildland fire-
fighting fighting since 1933. 

Above:  A memorial exhibit in the Wildland Fire-

fighting Gallery. 

 

Right:  A commemorative lithograph titled “Our 

Fallen Brothers” created by Scott B. Mills, is on per-

manent exhibit in the Museum’s Hall of Heroes. 
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Above: Left   A Phoenix Fire Department Piper 
plays “Amazing Grace” at the 9-11 Commemora-
tion. 
 
Above Right: Volunteers Dick Stuve (R) and 
Bob Bowers (L)  read the names of  the firefight-
ers and police officers who died in the Twin 
Towers on September 11, 2001. 

E very September 11 the Hall of Flame recognizes 
the loss of the 344 firefighters, 29 police officers, 

and 34 Port Authority officers who gave their lives to 
save the occupants of the two World Trade Center Tow-
ers in the Islamic Terror Attack on September 11, 2001.  
Organized by the museum volunteers and attended by 
local firefighters and retired FDNY firefighters now liv-
ing in the Phoenix area, the volunteers, together with 
the attendees, read the names of the fallen heroes.  Mu-
seum Executive Director Peter Molloy delivered remarks 
that reminded visitors of the magnitude of the loss in-
flicted upon the American people by the disaster, which 
killed almost 3,000 Americans in addition to the first 
responders. 

 

Mechanic Pablo Garcia prepares to start the 1919  Seagrave 
fire engine which served the Phoenix FD from 1919 to 1950. 

T he last time the museum’s 1919 Seagrave ran 
was in a campaign parade for John F. Kenne-

dy in 1960 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  After a 
career in the Phoenix FD, an auto dealer in Santa 
Fe bought it and drove it to New Mexico.  In1960s 
it was abandoned near a general store in the vicini-
ty of Taos,  where in 1982 museum founder 
George F. Getz, Jr. discovered it.  Mr. Getz had it 
trucked to the museum, where the derelict old 
engine was placed in storage until restorer Don 
Hale got to work.  After six months  the beautifully 
restored engine was placed on exhibit in 1992, but 
the restoration did not include the motor and 
drive train.  Pablo Garcia began working on the 
motor and transmission in June and is on the 
point of getting the rig to run like it did while it 
worked at Engine 4 in downtown Phoenix.  After 
cleaning and grinding its valves the truck, which 
starts but backfires, will soon be running like new. 
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for your membership support!                                                          

Associate Members — $25 

Philip Anderson 
Charles Bachini 
George Childs 
John Connolly 
Alister B Cooke 
John Doherty 
Andy Fish 
Daniel Glenn 
Charles Goddard 
Richard Goddard 

Neil O’Brien 
Daniel Jager 
Thomas Kehoe 
Harold Lockhart 
Vic Massenkoff 
William Page 
Peter Reed 
Marilyn Ticknor 
Leonard Williams 
Amy Woodrick 

Paul Abe 
Jennifer Adams 
Donald Aldrich 
Ulises Aleman 
Laurence Appel 
Jennifer Barlow 
Charlotte Barnes 
Jaclyn Bielby 
Diana Brady 
Christopher Brown 
Edward Campbell 
Michael Campbell 
Joe Capriotti 
Ray Carpena 
Kren Champlain 
Chris Coffman 
Leah Cole 
Robin Davis 
Glenn Deems 
Colin Dentan 
Mark Devich 
Aaron Duarte 
Kimberly Flanary 
Sammy Fox 
Martin Frye 
Anthony Garibay 
John Gebert           
Colleen  Gish 
Fred Guelich 
Gladys Guzman 
Ellen Hand 

Nathan Harrison 
Neal P. Hay 
Ken Herout 
Mark Hodge 
Charles Holbert 
Amy Hollister 
Jon Holloway 
Rae Anne Hsu 
Anthony Karper 
Tim Larson 
Randy Levitch 
Kacie Lewenthal 
Dell Lindstrom 
Stephanie Lippelt 
Paula Mc Call 
Joanna Lucio 
April Mahaffey 
Melinda Mattson 
Tim Mauermann 
Travis McBurney 
Paula McCall 
William Mc Ilvaine 
Susan Medina 
Denise Millstine 
Louis Meyer 
Heather Miller 
Peter Munro 
Tanner Norris 
Phil Orazutler 
Paul Pasholk 
Ed Philpott 

Jerome Post 
Jay Powell 
Scott Rexinger 
Charlie Robinson 
Darin Rogers 
Steve Rossi 
Stephanie Roth 
Philip Saba 
Craig Sanford 
Ryan Sathrie 
Richard Scholl 
Dianna Soe Myint 
David Stakebake 
Jeff Strange 
Larry Sunday 
William Tucker 
John Van Dyke 
Derek Van Lonkhuyzen 
Don Walker 
Scott Walls 
Floyd Webb 
Akyssa West 
Cindy Wharton 
David Wiggins 
Pamela Williams 
Elijah Williams 
Constance Wolfe 
Tasha Wood 
Laurie Woodall 
 
 

Fire Professional — $60 

Murray Aldrich 
James Baird 
James Barrett 
Thomas Bascom 
Timothy Bingham 
Steve Buettner 
Benjamin Carrero 
Christopher Carrero 
Joshua Charry 
William Davidson 
Robert Davidson 
Jim Detzler 
William  Dickey 
Clayton Dillahunty 
Thomas Dryfhout 
Thomas Etter 
Shannon Fehlberg 
Carl Fox 
Greg Fuentes 

Al Gray 
Carolyn Green—Nesbitt 
John Greenstreet 
Timothy Hellyer 
Mike Henning 
Ashwin Hirani 
Dennis Hoffman 
Steven Howard 
Juergen Karheiding 
Martin Kennedy 
James Kirkpatrick 
Robert Knevitt 
Josh Kovalsky 
Terrence LaFrance 
David Laurie 
Charles McConnell 
George Moore 
Robert Morgan 
Earl Moy 

Thomas Parrish 
Edward Pensinger 
Larry Peterson 
Bill Ridge 
Alan Romania 
Robert Schoff 
Mark Skrainar 
Gilbert Strawn 
Norman Taylor 
Matthew Tobia 
Ken Toftoy 
Edward Tuffy 
Barry Van Trojen 
Carl Weber 
Christopher Weed 
Roma Wittcoff 
Joseph Yemma 
Brian Yox 
 

Black Helmet Brigade — $60 

Cory Adams 
Edmund Allen, III 
Robert Baumgarten 
Al Canfield 
Charles Dahlberg 
Thomas Elliott 
William Ericson 
Gordon Fowler 
Don Grejczyk 
James Johnson 
Darwin Lomdyaktewa 
Joseph MackInday 

Bernard Punte 
Edward Rominger 
Philip Taska 
Norman Trela 
Jeff Trevas 
Jonathan Umbdenstock 
Howard Weaver 
Eric J. Wieser 
John Kohlman 
James Leibach 
Linda Shank 

Red Helmet Brigade — $100 

Norman Arendt 
Lawrence Bohling 
Skip Carney 
Steve Cloutier 
Michael Dillon 
Olaf Drieschner 
Diane Eckstein 
Thomas Elliott 
Gene Gehrt 
Rhett Golima 
R. Thomas Green 
Joe Hinkle 
William Kelton 
Lydia Kolsch 
Howard Kravetz 
Scott La Greca 
Paul Latimer 

F. Richard Leininger 
Conrad Marcione 
Don Marsh 
Fred Mills 
Paul Mott 
Michael Newburger 
Alan Nielsen 
Dean Pedrotti 
Jean—Michel Reed 
Ken Royer 
Douglas Schermerhorn 
Col. A Park Shaw 
Thomas Steely 
Michael Stemmler 
David Thompson 
Gary Thurston 
 

White Helmet Brigade — $250 

Thanks 
     Family Members — $35 

Benefactor — $1,000 

Rhett Butler 

Life Member — $3,000 
 

Battalion Chief Thad Dahl 
Ron Saeger 

The Trail of Painted Ponies 

New and Renewed Members 

                           Chief Fred Rice 



  

 

 

      ♣  MUSEUM   STAFF  ♣ 

 
Executive Director        Dr. Peter Molloy 
Curator Education        Mark Moorhead 
Restorer                         Don Hale 
Docent                          Grace Deutsch 
Docent                          Edward Rostrom 
Librarian                       Leslie Marshall 
Office Manager             Jennifer Towers 
Volunteer Captain        Ron Deutsch

NATIONAL HISTORICAL FIRE FOUNDATION 
6101 East Van Buren Street 
Phoenix, AZ  85008 

 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  Autumn 2013 

The Hall of Flame is operated by the 
National Historical Fire Foundation. 
 
The Hall of Flame is in the Phoenix 
Papago Park, across Van Buren Street 
from the Phoenix Zoo. 
 
The museum is open Monday 
through Saturday from 9 to 5, and on 
Sundays from Noon to 4.   
 
Telephone: 
602 275 – 3473 (Voice) 
602 275 – 0896 (Fax) 
 
E-mail: 
webmaster@hallofflame.org    
 
Web Site:  
http://www.hallofflame.org 
 
Contributions to the National Histor-
ical Fire Foundation are tax deducti-
ble to the extent allowed by law. 

President   George F. Getz  
Vice President Bert A. Getz 
Vice President Lynn Getz 
Vice President      Bert Getz, Jr. 
Treasurer, Secy.   Michael J. Olsen  
Director                James L. Johnson   
Director        Rhett Butler 

 
   

Joe Bakas 
George Batsche 
Gary Bohling 
Bob Bowers 
Don Buck 
Ron  & Grace Deutsch 
Kerri Deutsch 
Karen Ferek 
Ralph Glasmann 

Joe Hinkle 
Mark Kauffman 
Richard Landon 
John & Kelsey Massie 
Rich & Vicki Mellinger 
Peter Mortensen 
Jim & Sherry Nealand 
Larry Peterson 
Daniel Reilly 

Ray Ritchotte 
Edward Rostrom 
Ian Seivwright 
Stephanie Shundry 
Aidan Smith 
Richard Stuve 
Larry Taggart 
Tom Thacker 
Louise Thornton 

♣   HALL OF FLAME VOLUNTEERS   ♣ 

♣  OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  ♣ 


