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In 1956 Chicago businessman George F. Getz, Jr. began to collect classic fire apparatus and equipment. His
enthusiasm grew from a fire engine that his wife Olive gave him for a Christmas present in 1955. A few months

before he and Olive were driving though Chicago and saw an old fire engine parked by a fire house. Mr. Getz
thought that it might be fun to keep an old fire engine at their home in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin to provide rides
for local children. Mrs. Getz called an American La France dealer and asked if he knew of any old fire engines for
sale, and was told to contact the Oshkosh, Wisconsin FD. The department had recently bought a new engine and

(Continued on page 2)

On the cover is the museum’s 1955 Seagrave quad fire engine donated by the Fire Department of Oak Lawn, Illinois
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were seeking to sell their 1924 Type 12 American La
France pumper. Mrs. Getz made a deal for the engine
and on Christmas day she and the Getz’ son Bert pre-
sented Mr. Getz with the rig. Mr. Getz soon found other
pieces of fire apparatus for sale and became an active col-
lector.

In 1961 he decided to establish a foundation which he
called the National Historical Fire Foundation, to sup-
port the operations of a museum, which he called the

Hall of Flame. In 1971 he moved
the museum to his new home in
Arizona, opening its present Phoe-
nix location in 1974.

The 200 page book tells the Hall of
Flame’s story through chapters that
describe the history of American
and English firefighting from the
18th century to the 1970s. Other
chapters deal with wildland fire-
fighting in the United States and
the National Firefighting Hall of
Heroes, which honors American
Firefighters who have died in the
line of duty or who have been rec-
ognized for acts of heroism. There
are well over one hundred color
and black and white photographs of
the exhibits, as well as a textual his-
tory of firefighting.

The book is available from the Hall of Flame for $50.00,
including shipping by Priority Mail. To order a copy, call
the museum at 602 275 3473. The museum accepts
AMEX, Mastercard, Visa and Discover cards.

Museum members can purchase the book $ 45.00, in-
cluding shipping. It’s also available as a member pre-
mium for Red Helmet and White Helmet categories.

Left: George F. Getz, Jr. in 1988. Right: Bert A. Getz, George F. Getz,
Lynn Getz, and Bert Getz, Jr.

The book con-
tains high
quality photos
and descriptive
text for all
wheeled ob-
jects and many
other parts of
the collection.

Draf
t O

nly



Hall of Flame

3

50th Anniversary Commemorative Volume (Continued from page 2)

Left: The Fire Department of Baldwin,
NY donated this 1966 Mack Model C fire
engine. Baldwin kept the rig in perfect
condition. It’s a popular parade rig.

Below: Gene Autry donated this rare
1930 Moreland brush truck once used by
the Los Angeles Department of Forestry,
which was absorbed into the LA County
FD. Museum restorer Don Hale returned
the truck to its 1930s appearance.

Left: This 1931
Ahrens Fox Type
N fire engine
served the New
York town of
North Tarrytown
until well into the
1950s. It was
restored by Don
Hale. It’s pictured
here in the Papago
Park of Phoenix.
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Last Fall the Phoenix Chapter of the Plastic Modelers
Society donated twenty five scale models of aircraft

used to fight wild fires from the 1930s to the present
day. The club built the models for a modelers’ conven-
tion, and donated them to the Hall of Flame so that visi-
tors could continue to enjoy them. The aircraft are plas-
tic kit models of aircraft that were converted from mili-

tary or commercial use to tankers used by private con-
tractors or by state and federal firefighting agencies.
Each model has been carefully painted and decorated to
match the configuration of one of these agencies. All
twenty five models are of on exhibit in two large cabinets
in the wildland firefighting gallery

The models are on display in
two large cases. Each model
is labeled and described in a
printed catalogue. At left is
a diorama of a P-3 tanker
dropping retardant on a fire,
and a variety of single and
multi engine aircraft. Below
are models of a Martin Mars,
a DC-6 tanker, a PBY Cata-
lina, and a P2V Neptune,
among others.
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Left: A Grumman F7F Tigercat fighter/bomber converted
to an air tanker. Used by the Marine Corps in the
1950s, Tigercats found extensive use as air tankers in the
American West in the 1960s and 70s. Model by Keenan
Chittester.

A Lockheed P-3 Orion four engine converted anti subma-
rine warfare patrol aircraft, purchased by Aero Union, a
California based air tanker contractor, drops retardant on
a forested area. Model and diorama by Craig Pierce.

Above: A Sikorsky S-64 Skycrane helicopter can carry over
2500 gallons of retardant and has a pump that can refill its
tank drafting from a lake in a very short period of time.
Model by Chris Nadeau.

Right: A Lockheed P-2 Neptune. This is another
converted anti submarine patrol aircraft built in the
1950s. This model is decorated in the scheme of the
Aero Union Company. It can carry over 3,000 gal-
lons of retardant. Model by Bruce Briggs.
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Museum Receives Another Great Addition: A 1972 Crown
Firecoach Engine

Last summer we were fortunate to be the recipient
of a Crown Firecoach fire engine used for about

25 years by the fire department of the City of Or-
ange, California. Retired LA County firefighter
Dave Barron donated the rig, which his father had
driven for years as a member of the City of Orange
FD. Crown dominated the fire apparatus market in
California from the 1950s through the 80s, building
well over 800 pieces of apparatus. The vast majority
of these rigs were designed for large city fire depart-
ments: large pumpers, a variety of aerials, snorkels,
rescue trucks, quints, squrts, and hose wagons. Mod-
els from the 50’s through the late 70s were almost
identical in appearance. In 1982 the company
phased out its line of fire apparatus in favor of its
more profitable bus manufacturing side.

The LA city and county fire departments purchased
almost 300 crowns over a period of thirty years.
Crowns were noted for their rugged construction and
finely crafted chassis and equipment. Many depart-
ments were happy to place themselves on long wait-
ing lists and pay a premium for Crown apparatus.

Our rig is a typical Crown pumper, serial number
F1672, with a 1500 gpm Waterous pump, a 400 gal-
lon booster tank, and a powerful 885 cubic inch
Cummins 380 HP diesel motor. It can cruise easily
at over 70 miles per hour and still pumps well. Its
only need is a new coat of paint.

Left: The Crown engine at Dave
Barron’s house in the summer of
2012. Dave’s father drove the rig
for several years during his career
as a firefighter in the city of Or-
ange, California.

Right: The Crown engine in service in
the city of Orange, California around
1985. With the exception of faded
paint, the rig today is identical to its
appearance thirty years ago. The roof
was an after market device that was
commonly used to provide protection
from sun and rain.
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for your membership support!

Associate Members — $25

Philip Anderson
Charles Bachini
George Childs
John Connolly
Alister B Cooke
John Doherty
Andy Fish
Daniel Glenn
Charles Goddard
Richard Goddard

Harland Gove
Daniel Jager
Thomas Kehoe
Harold Lockhart
Vic Massenkoff
William Page
Peter Reed
Marilyn Ticknor
Leonard Williams
Amy Woodrick

Paul Abe
Christopher Agrela
Donald Aldrich
Laurence Appel
Melissa Barraza
Jaclyn Bielby
Cindy Bohl
Nicole Boyd
Diana Brady
Judith Braudy
Kenneth Brignoni
Casey Ciccarello
Chris Coffman
Cree Collins
Ryan Craig
Lianne Crowder
Ann Culver
Mark Devich
Ryan Dolence
Cristian Dumitrescu
Jackie Ewing
Kimberly Flanary
Sammy Fox
Martin Frye

John Gebert
Colleen Gish
Thomas Griffin
Fred Guelich
Gladys Guzman
Ellen Hand
Robert Harris
Nathan Harrison
Neal P. Hay
Ken Herout
Mark Hodge
Charles Holbert
Amy Hollister
Kirk Karmab
Brian La Tour
Bill Labrie
Kacie Lewenthal
Dell Lindstrom
Paula Mc Call
William Mc Ilvaine
Susan Medina
Denise Millstine
Jill O’Neil
Elise Ohlwiler

Leonard Ornstein
Carley Peters
Ed Philpott
Jerome Post
Charlie Robinson
Darin Rogers
Steve Rossi
Craig Sanford
Ryan Sathrie
Dianna Soe Myint
Crystal Sorenson
Bridgette St. Hilaire
William Tucker
John Van Dyke
Derek Van Lonkhuyzen
Stanley Wagaman
Don Walker
Floyd Webb
Tim Weise
Cindy Wharton
The Will Family
Tracy Winters
Tasha Wood
Laurie Woodall

Fire Professional — $60

Murray Aldrich
James Baird
James Barrett
Thomas Bascom
Timothy Bingham
Lawrence Bohling
Steve Buettner
Benjamin Carrero
Christopher Carrero
Joshua Charry
Curtis Cunningham
William Davidson
Robert Davidson
Jim Detzler
William Dickey
Clayton Dillahunty
Thomas Dryfhout
Thomas Etter
Shannon Fehlberg
Carl Fox
Greg Fuentes

Al Gray
Carolyn Green—
Nesbitt
John Greenstreet
Oscar Gutierrez
Alan Hamilton
Timothy Hellyer
Mike Henning
Ashwin Hirani
Dennis Hoffman
Steven Howard
Toby Ingram
Juergen Karheiding
Martin Kennedy
Robert Kerchief
James Kirkpatrick
Robert Knevitt
Paul Latimer
David Laurie
Charles McConnell
Kyle McMann

George Moore
Robert Morgan
Earl Moy
Thomas Parrish
Edward Pensinger
Larry Peterson
Bill Ridge
Alan Romania
Robert Schoff
Mark Skrainar
Gilbert Strawn
Norman Taylor
Ken Toftoy
Edward Tuffy
Barry Van Trojen
Phil Wagner
Carl Weber
Christopher Weed
Roma Wittcoff
Joseph Yemma
Brian Yox

Black Helmet Brigade — $60

Cory Adams
Edmund Allen, III
Robert Baumgarten
Al Canfield
Charles Dahlberg
Thomas Elliott
William Ericson
Gordon Fowler
Don Grejczyk
James Johnson

Darwin Lomdyaktewa
Joseph MackInday
Bernard Punte
Edward Rominger
Philip Taska
Norman Trela
Jeff Trevas
Jonathan Umbdenstock
Howard Weaver
Eric J. Wieser

Red Helmet Brigade — $100

Norman Arendt
Ray Bowman
Skip Carney
Steve Cloutier
Michael Dillon
Olaf Drieschner
Diane Eckstein
Gene Gehrt
R. Thomas Green
Joe Hinkle
Lydia Kolsch
Howard Kravetz
Scott La Greca
F, Richard Leininger

Conrad Marcione
Don Marsh
Fred Mills
Paul Mott
Michael Newburger
Alan Nielsen
Dean Pedrotti
Jean—Michel Reed
Mike Richardson
Col. A Park Shaw
Thomas Steely
Michael Stemmler
David Thompson
Gary Thirston

White Helmet Brigade — $250

Thanks
Family Members — $35

Benefactor — $1,000

Rhett Butler

Life Member — $3,000

Battalion Chief Thad Dahl
Ron Saeger

The Trail of Painted Ponies

New and Renewed Members

Chief Fred Rice
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♣  MUSEUM STAFF ♣

Executive Director Dr. Peter Molloy
Curator Education Mark Moorhead
Restorer Don Hale
Docent Grace Deutsch
Docent Tom Thacker
Librarian Leslie Marshall
Office Manager Jennifer Towers
Volunteer Captain Ron Deutsch

NATIONALHISTORICALFIREFOUNDATION
6101EastVanBurenStreet
Phoenix,AZ85008

ADDRESSSERVICEREQUESTED

Spring2013

The Hall of Flame is operated by the
National Historical Fire Foundation.

The Hall of Flame is in the Phoenix
Papago Park, across Van Buren Street
from the Phoenix Zoo.

The museum is open Monday
through Saturday from 9 to 5, and on
Sundays from Noon to 4.

Telephone:
602 275 – 3473 (Voice)
602 275 – 0896 (Fax)

E-mail:
webmaster@hallofflame.org

Web Site:
http://www.hallofflame.org

Contributions to the National His-
torical Fire Foundation are tax de-
ductible to the extent allowed by law.

President George F. Getz
Vice President Bert A. Getz
Vice President Lynn Getz-Schmidt
Vice President Bert Getz, Jr.
Treasurer, Secy. Michael J. Olsen
Director Bernard C. Lowe, Jr.

Joe Bakas
George Batsche
Gary Bohling
Bob Bowers
Don Buck
Ron & Grace Deutsch
Kerri Deutsch
Karen Ferek
Ernie Froese
Ralph Glasmann

Joe Hinkle
Mark Kauffman
Richard Landon
Rich & Vicki Mellinger
John Massie
Peter Mortensen
Jim & Sherry Nealand
Larry Peterson
Linda Pike
Daniel Reilly

Ray Ritchotte
Edward Rostrom
Ian Seivwright
Stephanie Shundry
Aidan Smith
Richard Stuve
Larry Taggart
Tom Thacker
Louise Thornton

♣   HALL OF FLAME VOLUNTEERS ♣

♣  OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS ♣
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