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I n 1972 the Fiesta Bowl Committee decided to preview 
the football game with a parade down Central Avenue 

in Phoenix.  The Hall of Flame’s founder, George F. Getz 
Jr., offered to participate in the parade with the museum’s 
1930 Ahrens Fox Quad fire engine. The fire department 
of Lake Forest, Illinois had donated the quad to the Hall 
of Flame a few years earlier.  In 1972 the Hall of Flame 

was in the process of moving its collection from Kenosha, 
Wisconsin and Mr. Getz’ home in Lake Geneva, Wiscon-
sin to Arizona.  The Fox was in storage in Mr. Getz busi-
ness offices in Scottsdale.  The truck was spruced up and 
on hand at the head of the parade route to carry the 
members of the Fiesta Bowl Committee down the parade 
route.  Mr. Getz himself drove the Quad, which is almost 

Museum mechanic Pablo Garcia and volunteer Ralph Glasmann leave for the parade on the 1930 Ahrens Fox. 



  

 

 

forty feet long and lacks a true steering 
box, making it a challenge to drive. In 
December of last year the Quad made 
its forty second appearance on Central 
Avenue, as always carrying the Fiesta 
Bowl Committee members down the 
route.  Advancing age forced Mr. Getz 
to step back from driving the rig.  He 
delegated that duty to his grandson, also 
named George,  and when his schedule 
allows George is on hand.  This year he 
was out of town, so the Hall of Flame 
volunteers drove the Fox.   
 
The museum had three other rigs in the 
parade:  a 1955 American La France 
Model 700 aerial truck from Baldwin, 
New York and Lynnfield, Massachu-
setts;  a 1966 Mack Model B engine 
which spent its whole career in Baldwin; 
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George Getz getting set to drive the Fox down Central Avenue in 2010.  Volunteer Ralph Glasmann is at right. 

1938 American La France Senior 400 fire engine  
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and a 1938 American 
La France Senior 400 
engine from Burlington, 
Iowa donated to the 
museum by trustee Ber-
nie Lowe. Both the aeri-
al and the Mack were 
donated to the museum 
by the Baldwin Fire De-
partment.   
 
This year the museum 
invited children from 
the Make A Wish Foun-
dation  to join the Fies-
ta Bowl Committee, 
their family members, 
and the volunteers with 
their families. Three 
children with their fami-
lies made the trip and 
enjoyed it very much.   
We hope to invite more 
Make A Wish kids in all 
upcoming parades. 

The 1966 Model B Mack was in first line service with the Baldwin FD until its do-
nation to the museum in 2010.  Beyond lubrication, it needed no refurbishment.   

The 1955 American La France Model 700 75 foot aerial was also in first line service when it was donated by the 
Baldwin FD, the rig’s original owner, who purchased it back from the Lynnfield, Massachusetts FD. LFD had 
purchased it from Baldwin in 1980 and used it until  2008.  Don Hale restored the rig in 2009. 
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Open Houses at the Hall of Flame 

S ince 2000 the Hall of Flame’s volunteers have 
staged an Open House each October.  The volun-

teers invite local fire departments, the Phoenix Police 
Department, the Tonto National Forest, and the fire-
fighters of Luke Air Force Base to supplement the muse-
um’s activities on the last Saturday in October.  These 
exhibits include fire engines and aerial trucks, forest fire 
fighting engines, life flight helicopters, aircraft crash 
trucks, and other displays intended to teach fire safety, 
fire safe behaviors, and workshops for parents to install 
child seats in their automobiles.   
 
Gallery 3 is emptied of its fire engines, and the volun-
teers install dozens of attractions for the kids’ entertain-
ment, from a chamber for bouncing to face painting 
artists and displays of articles available for purchase in a 
silent auction. 

The volunteers also provide rides for children and their 
parents on several of the museum’s fire engines. 
 
The museum is open for the day with no admission 
charge.  Average attendance is about a thousand visitors. 
 
The museum staff is on hand to help, but the entire 
event is organized and conducted by the museum’s 
twenty plus volunteers, under the leadership of volun-
teer Captain Ron Deutsch and volunteer Kerry Deutsch, 
who spend months getting auction prizes and lining up 
participants. 
 
Last October was extremely successful.  Volunteer Dari-
en Bakas used his skills as a photographer to take some 
excellent photos of the Open House, which are dis-
played in this Newsletter. 

Kids and parents board the 1966 Mack pumper.  Most of the volunteers are former firefighters with years 
of experience as drivers.  Rides are the most popular events at the Open Houses. 
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Left: Phoenix Police officers invited children 
to sit in one of the PPD’s Bell helicopters. 
 
Below: Kerri Deutsch mans the Museum’s Si-
lent Auction display of donated prizes.  The 
auction generates a sizable amount of revenue 
to the museum’s operations fund. 

Left:  Kids say hello to the Tonto Na-
tional Forest’s Smokey Bear and Luke 
Air Force Base’s Dalmation.  The jump-
ing gym is also popular. 
 
Below:  Volunteer Larry Taggart drives 
the Hall’s 1948 Buffalo pumper from 
Stowe, Pennsylvania.  The engine’s huge 
cab accommodates a crowd of visitors. 
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Left:  A spooky face 
painting complements 
this young man’s Mo-
hawk haircut in prepa-
ration for Halloween. 
 
Below:  A replica of the 
U.S.S. Arizona  Is a 
popular and unique 
display. 

Left:  An airman firefighter 
from Luke Air Force Base 
shows a boy how to play a port-
able extinguisher on a fire. 



  

 

 

       5        7 

Hall  of  Flame 

for your membership support!                                                          

Associate Members — $25 

Philip Anderson 
Cory Adams 
Charles Bachini 
Adam Brown 
George Childs 
John Connolly 
Allister B Cooke 
John Doherty 

Andy Fish 
Neil O’Brien 
Thomas Kehoe 
Vic Massenkoff 
Robert McMillin 
William Page 
Marilyn Ticknor 
 

Paul Abe 
Jennifer Adams 
Ulises Alema 
Wallace Altes 
Laurence Appel 
Marianne Ast 
Jennifer Barlow 
Charlotte Barnes 
Joe Barrera 
David Bickford 
Jaclyn Bielby 
Floyd Blodgett 
Christopher Brown 
Michael Campbell 
Joe Capriotti 
Ray Carpena 
Karen Champlain 
Chris Coffman 
Leah Cole 
Robyn Davis 
Glenn Deems 
Colin Dentan 
Mark Devich 
Aaron Duarte 
Jackie Ewing 
Martin Frye 
Anthony Garibay 
John Gebert           
Colleen  Gish 
Fred Guelich 
Ellen Hand 

Myra Harris 
Ken Herout 
Mark Hodge 
Charles Holbert 
Jon Holloway 
Rae Anne Hsu 
Mark Ingersoll 
Michael Jakub 
Anthony Karper 
Howard Kravetz 
Tim Larson 
Randy Levitch 
Peter Lindsey 
Dell Lindstrom 
Stephanie Lippelt 
Joanna Lucio 
April Mahaffey 
Jessica Mann 
Caribe Marruffa 
Melinda Mattson 
Tim Mauermann 
Travis McBurney 
Phil Mercurio 
Louis Meyer 
Heather Miller 
Peter Munro 
Tanner Norris 
Phil Orazutler 
Melanie Paetow 
Paul Pasholk 
Red Pemberton 

Don Pettit 
Jay Powell 
Mark Radford 
Scott Rexinger 
Charlie Robinson 
Darin Rogers 
Steve Rossi 
Stephanie Roth 
Philip Saba 
Craig Sanford 
Ryan Sathrie 
Julie Schlarmann 
Richard Scholl 
Alexander Shahbazian 
Dianna Soe Myint 
David Stakebake 
Randall Stegenga 
Jeff Strange 
Larry Sunday 
John Van Dyke 
Derek Van Lonkhuyzen 
Scott Walls 
Floyd Webb 
Akyssa West 
David Wiggins 
Pamela Williams 
Elijah Williams 
Constance Wolfe 
Tasha Wood 
Laurie Woodall 
 

Fire Professional — $60 

Murray Aldrich 
James Baird 
James Barrett 
Thomas Bascom 
Timothy Bingham 
Steve Buettner 
Joshua Charry 
Steve Cloutier 
Jim Detzler 
William  Dickey 
Clayton Dillahunty 
Thomas Dryfhout 
Thomas Etter 
Shannon Fehlberg 
Carl Fox 
Greg Fuentes 

John Greenstreet 
Timothy Hellyer 
Mike Henning 
Dennis Hoffman 
Steven Howard 
Juergen Karheiding 
Martin Kennedy 
James Kirkpatrick 
Robert Knevitt 
Josh Kovalsky 
Terrence LaFrance 
David Laurie 
Charles McConnell 
George Moore 
Robert Morgan 
Earl Moy 

Edward Pensinger 
Larry Peterson 
Bill Ridge 
Robert Schoff 
Mark Skrainar 
Gilbert Strawn 
Norman Taylor 
Matthew Tobia 
Ken Toftoy 
Edward Tuffy 
Barry Van Trojen 
Carl Weber 
Roma Wittcoff 
Joseph Yemma 
Brian Yox 
 

Black Helmet Brigade — $60 

Edmund Allen, III 
Norman Arendt 
Robert Baumgarten 
Al Canfield 
Charles Dahlberg 
William Ericson 
Don Grejczyk 
James Johnson 
John Kohlman 
Darwin Lomdyaktewa 

Joseph MackInday 
Bernard Punte 
Edward Rominger 
Linda Shank 
Philip Taska 
Norman Trela 
Jeff Trevas 
Jonathan Umbdenstock 
Howard Weaver 
Eric J. Wieser 

Red Helmet Brigade — $100 

Lawrence Bohling 
Skip Carney 
Steve Cloutier 
William Davidson 
Michael Dillon 
Olaf Drieschner 
Diane Eckstein 
Thomas Elliott 
Thomas Etter 
Gordon Fowler 
Gene Gehrt 
Rhett Golima 
R. Thomas Green 
Joe Hinkle 
William Kelton 
Lydia Kolsch 

Howard Kravetz 
Scott La Greca 
Paul Latimer 
F. Richard Leininger 
Conrad Marcione 
Don Marsh 
Fred Mills 
Alan Nielsen 
Dean Pedrotti 
Peter Reed 
Ken Royer 
Col. A Park Shaw 
Thomas Steely 
Michael Stemmler 
Gary Thurston 
 

White Helmet Brigade — $250 

Thanks 
     Family Members — $35 

Benefactor — $1,000 

Rhett Butler 

Life Member — $3,000 
 

Battalion Chief Thad Dahl 
Ron Saeger 

The Trail of Painted Ponies 

New and Renewed Members 

                           Steve Rossi 



  

 

 

      ♣  MUSEUM   STAFF  ♣ 

 
Executive Director        Dr. Peter Molloy 
Curator Education        Mark Moorhead 
Restorer                         Don Hale 
Docent                          Grace Deutsch 
Docent                          Edward Rostrom 
Librarian                       Leslie Marshall 
Office Manager             Jennifer Towers 
Volunteer Captain        Ron Deutsch

 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NATIONAL HISTORICAL FIRE FOUNDATION 
6101 East Van Buren Street 
Phoenix, AZ  85008 

    Spring  2014        

The Hall of Flame is operated by the 
National Historical Fire Foundation. 
 
The Hall of Flame is in the Phoenix 
Papago Park, across Van Buren Street 
from the Phoenix Zoo. 
 
The museum is open Monday 
through Saturday from 9 to 5, and on 
Sundays from Noon to 4.   
 
Telephone: 
602 275 – 3473 (Voice) 
602 275 – 0896 (Fax) 
 
E-mail: 
webmaster@hallofflame.org    
 
Web Site:  
http://www.hallofflame.org 
 
Contributions to the National Histor-
ical Fire Foundation are tax deducti-
ble to the extent allowed by law. 

President   George F. Getz  
Vice President Bert A. Getz 
Vice President Lynn Getz 
Vice President      Bert Getz, Jr. 
Treasurer, Secy.   Michael J. Olsen  
Director                James L. Johnson   
Director        Rhett Butler 

 
   

Joe Bakas 
George Batsche 
Gary Bohling 
Bob Bowers 
Don Buck 
Ron  & Grace Deutsch 
Kerri Deutsch 
Karen Ferek 
Ralph Glasmann 
Joe Hinkle 

Mark Kauffman 
Richard Landon 
John & Kelsey Massie 
Rich & Vicki Mellinger 
Peter Mortensen 
Jim & Sherry Nealand 
Larry Peterson 
Linda Pike 
Daniel Reilly 
Ray Ritchotte 

Edward Rostrom 
Ian Seivwright 
Stephanie Shundry 
Aidan Smith 
Richard Stuve 
Larry Taggart 
Tom Thacker 
Louise Thornton 
 

♣   HALL OF FLAME VOLUNTEERS   ♣ 

♣  OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  ♣ 


