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Hale Passes Away
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on Hale, Restorer at the Hall of Flame since

1981, passed away in January of this year at the
age of 94. Don (pictured above in 2009 with a newly
restored chemical fire engine once used by the Phoe-
nix Fire Department) came to the Hall of Flame fol-
lowing a thirty year career with the San Luis Obispo,
California Fire Department. Prior to his career at

San Luis Obispo, Don was a member of the Army
National Guard. During World War Il he was one
of the first American soldiers to be stationed in Aus-
tralia as a member of the 32nd Infantry Division and
fought in the bloody Buna campaign in New Guinea,
as well as several other actions with the Australian
Army. Following the war he returned to his home in
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Los Angeles. Prior to the War Don had worked in his
grandfather’s specialty shop where he built replicas of
carriages, wagons, stagecoaches and similar vehicles for
use by the movie studios of Hollywood and Los Angeles.
His grandfather taught Don how to paint and decorate
carriages, as well as cabinetry, blacksmith work, uphol-
stering, and a myriad of other skills. Don also became
an excellent machinist and mechanic in his grandfather’s

shop.

When he joined the San Luis Obispo FD Don estab-
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lished a second business with a body shop and a custom
boat building shop. He restored a few of San Luis’ old
hose wagons and motorized rigs, rapidly establishing a
reputation as a skilled craftsman. Soon he was restoring
pieces of fire apparatus throughout southern California.
Museum founder George Getz hired Don following his
retirement from San Luis, and Don moved to Scottsdale.
During the next thirty plus years he restored over ninety
of the Hall of Flame’s wheeled pieces, from hose carts to
huge aerial ladder trucks. Many of the Hall’s vintage
pieces of apparatus were severely deteriorated. Some

In 1998 the Museum
opened its National
Firefighting Hall of
Heroes. Don built all
of the thirty plus free
standing panels as well
as fifty large text
blocks, examples of
which are behind Don.
Don favored western
Style dress and had a
large collection of bolo
tie clasps and belt
buckles, which he
made himself. He was
a skilled jewelry maker.

Don poses in 1996 with a
newly restored 1919
Seagrave fire engine used
by the Phoenix Fire De-
partment from 1919 to
1950. Museum founder
George F. Getz Junior
found the engine in al-
most unrecognizable form
in a New Mexico field. It
took Don over six months
to restore the rig to this
condition.

2




Hall of Flame

were barely recognizable as pieces of fire apparatus.
Don met all of these challenges. In addition to his
skills as a body repair worker, painter and welder Don
was a master mechanic who got many of the old rigs
into running condition.

Don used his skills as a carpenter and cabinet maker
to create many of the museum’s exhibits, building cas-

es, panels, text blocks, and lighting displays. When
the museum expanded its library Don built several
dozen custom book cases as well as reading tables. He
also built all of the display furniture for the museum’s
store.

Perhaps Don’s greatest achievement was his use of
gold leaf for lettering, scrollwork and trim for the mu-

In 2011 the Museum hosted a
surprise 90th birthday party for
Don. Museum President George
F. Gev, a friend since the 19805,
enjoys a conversation with Don,
who was genuinely surprised by
the party, and who had arrived at
the museum ready for a day’s
work in his shop. For almost all
of his career Don worked six
aays per week.

Don poses with one of his
finest restorations. a 1930
Moreland brush truck once
used by the Los Angeles
Department of Forestry,
which was merged into the
Los Angeles County Fire
Department in the 19405.

The Department of Forest-
1y painted its rigs with a
distinctive two tone green
pattern. When the muse-
um acquired the truck as a
gift from Gene Autry it was
badly deteriorated with
several coats of faded red
paint. Don restored it to
its original colors and let-
tering.
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seum’s steam fire engines, hose wagons, manual and motorized fire engines and ladder trucks.

Don retired from the museum in 2014 but continued to help with various projects despite his declining health. He
passed away in early 2016. We have no plans to replace him, since he restored all but a very few rigs which will not
require extensive restoration. It would not be possible to replace him in any event, since men with his skills are al-
most impossible to find.

In 1989 Don restored this 1922 American La France Type 75 fire engine from Edgerton, Wisconsin.

In 1992 Don did a full
restoration of the mu-
seum’s 1930 Ahrens
Fox Quad fire engine
from River Forest, Illi-
nois. He used gold leaf
to do all of the striping
and lettering. Since
Ahrens Fox rigs were
almost universally deco-
rated with custom de-
cals, Don used a set of
decals produced by
Michigan restorer Ken
Soderbeck. He used
gold leaf for custom-
scroll work on Ameri-
can La France and
Seagrave apparatus.
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In 1990 Don posed with another of his masterpieces — a restored 1916 American La France
Type 40 fire engine from Paxton, Illinofs.

Local artist Sandy Boyer painted this view of

.

Don in 2015, shortly before his death.

Don at work in 2006.
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In 1987 Don undertook the restora-
tion of a 1919 American La France
Type 31 aerial truck with an 85 foot
“spring assist” ladder. Originally
from Danville, Illinois, it was sold to
Cairo, lllinois in the 1930s. The
Cairo FD had painted it white from
7 o =\ il = top to bottom during the 19405 as a
I : ; = i il 4 civil defense truck. Don restored it

l | l ‘ i s V- 1B e to its original red, including very
14 ‘\’ 4L elaborate gold leaf decoration, and
re-upholstered the front seat. It took
Six months, and is probably his most
Impressive restoration.
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In 1998 Don restored this 1947 Seagrave
canopy cab fire engine originally owned by
the Vandergrift, Pennsylvania FD. Seagrave
painted the rig a dark green, the color of
Vanderyrift rigs dating back to the 1850s.
The Alcoa Aluminum company purchased
the rig in the 1960s and painted it a tan col-
or. Alcoa donated the rig in 1983. Don
restored it to its original green color with the
Vanderyrift logo.

he Museum is offering individuals the opportunity

to purchase a brick engraved with the name of a
individual which will be placed in the floor of the Nation-
al Firefighting Hall of Heroes, as shown in the photograph
at he left. Over a hundred bricks are now in place with
the names of firefighters, Hall of Flame members, friends
of the Hall of Flame, and Hall of Flame volunteers and
DWIN N.Y. 9-11-2001 staff members.

. NO. 3
LDWIN F.D

CHRIS DOUGLAS Each brick costs $100, which includes up to three lines of
text. Revenue is applied to the costs of operating the Hall
, v of Heroes. They are available by calling the museum and
8INGHAM FAMILY placing an order paid for by credit card.

STATION 32
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New and Renewed Members

Associate Members — $25

Philip Anderson
Charles Bachini
Troy Blevins
Jack Casey
George Childs
William Clark 111
Allister B Cooke
Alvin Cooper Jr.
Andy Fish

John Gebert
Charles Goddard

Harland Gove
Thomas Kehoe
Edwin Lammel
Dell Lindstrom
Vic Massenkoff
Robert McMillin
William Page
Sam Ramirez
Don Stankovich
Marilyn Ticknor
Suzanne Welch

Black Helmet Brigade — $60

Edmund Allen, 111
Norman Arendt
Steve Buettner
Dennis Cheney
Charles Dahlberg
Jim Daub
William Davidson
Paula Franklin
Roger Freely
James Johnson
John Kohlman
Joseph MackInday
Pam Merryman
Peter Munro
Stephanie Nuttall

Bernard Punte

Tad Robins
Richard Reinard
Paul Rostan

Philip Taska
Norman Trela
Magdalena Warecka
Eric J. Wieser
Roma Wittcoff
Philip Taska
Norman Trela
Magdalena Warecka
Eric J. Wieser
Roma Wittcoff

Red Helmet Brigade — $100

Paul Abe
Lawrence Bohling
Skip Carney
Steve Cloutier
Michael Dillon
Thomas Elliott
Thomas Etter
Gordon Fowler
Gene Gehrt

Eve Gerome DVM
R. Thomas Green
Don Grejczyk
Ellen Hand

Joe Hinkle

Lydia Kolsch

Paul Latimer
Conrad Marcione
Don Marsh

Fred Mills

Earl Moy

Alan Nielsen

Niel O'Brien
Dean Pedrotti
Col. A Park Shaw
Thomas Steely
Michael Stemmler
Gary Thurston
Jonathan Umbdenstock
John Van Dyke
Megan Wuertz

White Helmet Brijade — $250

Diane Eckstein
William Kelton

Patrick McDonald
Steve Rossi

Contributing - $500

Peter M. Molloy

Benefactor — $1,000

Jeff and JR Trevas

Battalion Chief Thad Dahl
Ron Saeger

Life Member — $3,000

Captain James “Curly” Kirkpatrick

Sponsor — $5,000

Rhett Butler

Susan Adams
Ulises Alema
Cashandra Almada
Wallace Altes
Jenna Anderson
Zach Andrews
Laurence Appel
Kaycee Archer
Marianne Ast
Dan Baker
Jennifer Barlow
Charlotte Barnes
Joe Barrera
Jesse Barton
David Beddow
David Bickford
Floyd Blodgett
Christopher Brown
Joe Capriotti
Ray Carpena
Bernard Chung
Kathy Clear
Chris Coffman
Leah Cole

Lane Collier
Paul Cramer
Mark Crooks
Edward Czuker
Mark Devich
Aaron Duarte
Jackie Ewing
Birchel Floyd
Jason Frear
Martin Frye
Anthony Garibay
John Gebert
Roger Gillis
Colleen Gish
Todd Glonek
Kevin Goldman
Richard Groccia
Fred Guelich
Catina Gunion
Ellen Hand
Kristin Hardwig
Nathan Harrison
John Hedberg
Jane Held

Aya Hicks
David Hinds
Mark Hodge

Murray Aldrich
James Baird
James Barrett
Thomas Bascom
Timothy Bingham
Steve Buettner
Joshua Charry
Robert Davidson
Jim Detzler
William Dickey
Clayton Dillahunty
Thomas Dryfhout
Shannon Fehlberg
Carl Fox

Greg Fuentes

Al Gray

Family Members — $35

Charles Holbert
Jon Holloway
Adrian Hreshchyshyn
Anne Hribar

Rae Anne Hsu
Mark Ingersoll
Michael Jakub
Paige Jiemback
Anthony Karper
Charles Kempel
Anastasia Kennack
Rachel Kolb
Howard Kravetz
Rob Lanterman
Amy Larson

Rae Larson

Lisa Lehnhardt
James Leiferman
Randy Levitch
Peter Lindsey
Dell Lindstrom
Stephanie Lippelt
Joanna Lucio
Ronald Malavotte
Jessica Mann
Stacy Mannari
Caribe Marruffo
Naria Mattingley
Melinda Mattson
Tim Mauermann
William Mcllvaine
Michael McInerny
Laura Melendez
Travis McBurney
Phil Mercurio
Louis Meyer
Heather Miller
Elaine Moeller
Annette Montgomery
Kim Munck
Peter Munro
Jason Niemoth
Tanner Norris
Phil Orazutler
Michael Ore
Jaclyn Otchy
Melinda Otting
Melanie Paetow
Rodrigo Palacias
Kammy Pany
Sean Parker

Fire Professionals — $60

John Greenstreet
Timothy Hellyer
Mike Henning
Dennis Hoffman
Steven Howard
Juergen Karheiding
Martin Kennedy
Robert Knevitt
Josh Kovalsky
Terrence LaFrance
David Laurie
Charles McConnell
George Moore
Robert Morgan
Earl Moy

Edward Pensinger

ﬂa‘\ks for your membership support!

Paul Pasholk

Red Pemberton
Diana Perez

Don Pettit

Don Pipho

Jay Powell

Mark Radford
Richard Rahn
Scott Rexinger
Charlie Robinson
Darin Rogers
Stepanie Roth
Philip Saba
Luana Sadowski
Maryola Sanchez—Fobilena
Craig Sanford
Ryan Sathre
Richard Schiavi
Julie Schlarmann
Richard Scholl
Alexander Shabazian
Randall Stegenga
Jeff Strange

Dr. Roger Stuck
Larry Sunday
Milly Taylor

Kurt Theyel

Ted Tillery

Kathy Townley
David Travis
John Van Dyke
Derek Van Lonkhuyzen
Cheryl Vander Jagt
Jessica Vega
Howard Votruba
Kathleen Walker
Scott Walls

Floyd Webb
Akyssa West

Josh White

David Wiggins
Pamela Williams
Elijah Williams
Emily Winslow
Constance Wolfe
Tasha Wood
Laurie Woodall
Jeff Wright

Larry Peterson
Bill Ridge
Robert Schoff
Mark Skrainar
Gilbert Strawn
Norman Taylor
Matthew Tobea
Ken Toftoy
Edward Tuffy
Barry Van Trojen
Carl Weber
Roma Wittcoff
Joseph Yemma
Brian Yox




MUSEUM STAFF

Executive Director
Curator Education
Docent

Docent

Librarian

Office Manager
Volunteer Captain

Joe Abrams

Joe Bakas
George Batsche
Gary Bohling
Bob Bowers
Zack Correll

Ron & Grace Deutsch

Kerri Deutsch
Karen Ferek
Ralph Glasmann

Dr. Peter Molloy
Mark Moorhead
Grace Deutsch
Debra Moorhead
Leslie Marshall
Jennifer Towers
Richard Stuve

@ OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS &

President

Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer, Secy.
Director
Director

George F. Getz
Bert A. Getz
Lynn Getz

Bert Getz, Jr.
Michael J. Olsen
James L. Johnson
Rhett Butler

HALL OF FLAME VOLUNTEERS

Joe Hinkle

Jay locone
Mark Kauffman
Richard Landon

Edward Rostron
lan Seivwright
Jeff Steinbeck

Rich & Vicki Mellinger
Peter Mortensen Jr.
Andrew Mortensen Jr.

Larry Peterson
Paul E. Reichenbach
Ray Ritchotte

Richard Stuve
Larry Taggart
Tom Thacker
Louise Thornton

The Hall of Flame is operated by the
National Historical Fire Foundation.

The Hall of Flame is in the Phoenix
Papago Park, across Van Buren Street
from the Phoenix Zoo.

The museum is open Monday
through Saturday from 9 to 5, and on
Sundays from Noon to 4.

Telephone:
602 275 - 3473 (Voice)
602 275 - 0896 (Fax)

E-mail:
webmaster@hallofflame.org

Web Site:
http://www.hallofflame.org

Contributions to the National Histor-
ical Fire Foundation are tax deducti-
ble to the extent allowed by law.
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