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The hall of Flame Museum of Firefighting has two main missions. One, of course, is to preserve and present the history of 
firefighting through museum exhibits and presentations. The second, which is ultimately far more important, is to teach young children 
the basics of fire safety, and to reinforce these lessons in older children, adults, and even seniors. 

For older children and adults, we conduct guided tours on firefighting history and the development of specialized techniques. 
But for preschool age children through age seven, we focus on imparting fire safety information using several methods. We do this 
through our “Storytime Tours,” which feature a fun, non-threatening storybook, usually Jean Pendziwol’s No Dragons for Tea, followed by 
an interactive talk about such classic safety rules as “Stop, Drop, and Roll,” “Fall and Crawl/Get low and go,” the proper use of 9-1-1 and, 
above all, remembering the two most important words if you’re ever in a burning building: Get Out. 

The Hall of Flame also partners with the Arizona Burn Foundation and their “Milo & Moxie: Safety Rangers” program in our 
kids’ area to help promote burn safety in the home. Milo is a corgi and Moxie is a hummingbird, and together these friends learn about 
burn safety and prevention and pass these lessons on to our young visitors through exhibit displays, handouts like coloring books, and 
there is even an app available for download at miloandmoxie.org. 

For decades ow we have brought these lessons to school kids every year: class by class, day camp by day camp, homeschool group 
by homeschool group… even individual child by child when necessary, and we’re proud to do it because it is vitally important work. In 
recent years we’ve implemented a “volume, volume, volume” approach, as well as expanded the effective Storytime Tours to second 
graders of a whole school district over a period of two months. 

Beginning in 2021, and continuing last years, the Cartwright School District, a district of more than 20 schools in the West 
Valley, sent every second-grade class from all their schools—approximately 1700 children in all—to the Hall of Flame last year. This 
process started in September, with two classes from a school coming every morning, Monday through Thursday. 

With assistance from Hall of Flame Volunteers, half of the kids would hear the story while the other half would get a tour, 
hear safety presentations, and get some play time in our kid’s area, then the two groups would switch. Factoring in days off for Fall 
Break and holidays, the process continued until late November. Among the schools that attended was Bret Tarver Elementary - Named 
in memory of a firefighter/paramedic from Phoenix Fire’s Engine 14, who died in the line of duty in March of 2001. 

The Cartwright project was a great deal of work, but we enormously enjoyed the teachers and the bright, impressively well-
behaved students. Apparently, the Cartwright folks enjoyed coming here as well; we’re very proud to note that the Hall of Flame staff 
and volunteers received the Cartwright School District Award of Excellence in 2022. 

We hope that the Cartwright District will make us a regular part of their Fall calendar. We also hope that other school 
districts will consider emulating Cartwright’s example. Fire safety education is vitally important for everyone to learn, and the 
earlier you learn, the more time you will have to turn this knowledge into life-long (and perhaps even lifesaving) habits. 


